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Ex-military Chief of Staff to Run in
Egyptian Presidential Election

Sami Anan will run in Egypt’s upcoming presidential
election days after former PM pulled out from race

Former military chief of staff General Sami
Anan will run in Egypt’s upcoming presidential election, days after the most serious potential challenger to President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
pulled out.

An election commission said Egypt would hold
the vote on March 26-28, with a run-off on
April 24-26. Candidates must register between
Jan 20 and 29.
“The party leaders took a decision for General
Sami Anan’s candidacy and informed him of
the decision and there was no problem at all and
no objection,” from him, said Sami Balah, the
secretary general of the Arabism Egypt Party.
Election regulations stipulate that would-be
candidates must obtain the backing of at least
20 members of parliament for their candidacy
or be supported by at least 25,000 eligible
voters in at least 15 governorates.
The party will hold a news conference in the
next few days for Anan to officially announce
his candidacy, said Ragab Helal, a leading
member in the party and member of parliament.

Iraqi PM Abadi to Seek re-election in
May Vote
BAGHDAD (Reuters) - Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi announced his candidacy
for the May 12 parliamentary elections to
choose a prime minister.
Abadi, a Shi‘ite Muslim who led the country
in the four-year war against Islamic State,
said he will seek to form a cross-sectarian
block called ‘‘the victory alliance‘’ to contest
the parliamentary elections, with candidates
from other communities.
Abadi took over the premiership in 2014
from Nuri al-Maliki, a close ally of Iran
widely criticized by Iraqi politicians for the
army’s collapse as Islamic State militants
swept through a third of Iraq.

Saudi Arabia Detains 11 Princes After
Protesting Utility Bills
Eleven princes in
Saudi Arabia have
been arrested for
staging a sit-in
protest at having
to pay their own
utility bills, after
the
kingdom
announced subsidies would be cut
as part of a major
economic
overhaul.
The princes had
gathered at Qasr
al-Hokm palace in
the capital Riyadh
to demand the
cancellation of a
recent decree that halted state payment of
water and electricity bills for royal family
members.
The government is currently trying to reduce
its dependence on oil revenues. Public spending has been targeted, including the lifting of
some government subsidies.

The economic reforms have been linked
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Shake-Up at Pentagon Intelligence
Agency Sparks Concern
Cardillo confirmed that there were
changes underway that involved
advanced technology, but he denied
it was pushing people out of jobs or
moving too fast with technology.
“It might feel like a really big reorganization to some folks,” Cardillo told
FP. “The fact of the matter is, from this
office, I’ve done very little reorganization. We’ve closed down a shop or two
to realign some efforts. Most recently, I
did change my top tier of leadership.…
I now call it an executive committee.”
About a year and a half ago, Cardillo
named a new head of the directorate of
analysis within NGA, what he calls the
“heart” of the agency. The director, Sue
Kalweit, is “trying to create an entrepreneurial spirit,” he said. “But we start
and finish our day with tradecraft.”
But technology, particularly machine
learning that can allow computers to
scan the massive stockpile of imagery
in NGA’s possession, is attractive to the
agency.
While some inside the intelligence
agency feel these changes are inevitable
and will help move NGA into the 21st
century, the restructuring is troubling
some of its employees, particularly its
veteran imagery analysts, who are worried their jobs are at risk and are seeking positions in other government agencies or considering early retirement.
Those inside the agency are also concerned that artificial intelligence is not
yet advanced enough to truly replace
most aspects of human analysis. Even
with advanced technology, “imagery
analysis is so vital for all these hard targets we follow,” the former intelligence
official said.
Some of those hard targets might
include North Korea and Iran, where
imagery analysts are critical to identifying nuclear sites, for example. NGA is
one of the biggest contributors of intelligence on North Korea and places a
premium on providing detailed insight
into the country.
NGA’s plan is already sending shock
waves throughout the intelligence community, with concerns that traditional
imagery analysis is at risk of disappearing, according to the former intelligence official. The CIA’s Directorate
of Analysis is working to replace some
of the imagery analysis capabilities it
fears might be lost under the reorganization, and it is assembling teams to
focus on Russia and Iran, the former
official said.

The CIA declined to comment.

to the arrest of more than 200 princes
in an anti-corruption purge in November spearheaded by Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

They have led to tension within the royal
Al-Saud family which counts thousands of
members - only a handful of whom wield
direct influence over the kingdom.
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Cardillo has in the past publicly advocated for moving toward artificial intelligence, including plans to replace three
quarters of analysts’ tasks with computers. Cardillo is “all in on [artificial
intelligence],” a second source, who
does business with NGA, told FP, while
expressing doubt that the technology is
really at the level it needs to be to stand
in for trained human professionals.

Cardillo doesn’t deny the emphasis on
advanced technology but tells FP he
“doesn’t like the term ‘artificial intelligence’” and instead prefers “computer
learning and computer vision.”
“The fundamentals of our job are to
take images of the planet from all
sources, some government and some
commercial, and create an understanding of man-made activity around the
globe,” he said. “I’m optimistic about
the advances in machine learning on
that part” to track, for example, “a ship
in a port, a plane on a runway.”
Artificial intelligence is booming, attracting talented scientists and researchers
around the globe. China has invested billions in developing infrastructure to take
advantage of breakthroughs in the field.
In the commercial sector, for example,
Google was infamously called out for
labeling African-Americans as gorillas
via its image recognition software, and
the stakes are much higher in the intelligence world for such errors.
Artificial intelligence is improving over
time in pattern recognition and statistical analysis, said Todd Hughes, the
chief technology officer at Next Century
Corporation. “This occurs by giving
a system a set of examples or class of
objects that makes intuitive sense to an
end user like faces, vehicles, weapons,
trees, or what have you,” he said “It’s
actually not that sophisticated.”
Hughes, who previously worked as a program manager at the Pentagon’s Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency,
where he focused on research into automating imagery analysis, said machines
could be well suited to rote tasks such as
scanning endless numbers of pictures for
specific objects. “Humans are actually
not that great at it. Humans have limitations of attention and fatigue much more
quickly than you would think,” he said.
“Machines can go on forever.”
Machines might provide “tools that will
help [analysts] do their jobs more efficiently,” Hughes said, but they wouldn’t
be taking the place of humans working
in the intelligence agencies anytime
soon. “To think that there’s going to be
some wholesale replacement is roughly
overstating it,” he said.
Regardless, for employees at the agency
who believe their jobs are being taken
by machines, the concerns about the
reorganization are real. “Morale is very
low,” said the source who does business
with NGA.
Cardillo, however, said attrition rates
from NGA are within historical rates.
But he acknowledges he could lose
analysts, particularly to private industry, where salaries are higher.Looking
into the future, Cardillo acknowledged
the limits of using computing to replace
humans, but he said it’s a matter of
knowing where machine learning can
be applied.
“Computers are very good at identifying
what is in an image, but not good at identifying what’s not in an image,” he said.

U.S. Airlines Post Best On-Time Record
In 8 Years

U.S. airlines in November had their highest ontime arrival rates in eight years, the U.S. Department of Transportation said, setting another
watermark in a record-breaking year for safety
and performance, Reuters reports.
November also matched the record for fewest
canceled domestic flights – 0.3 percent – equal
to the record set in September and November of
2016.
Leading the flock with the highest on-time arrival
rates were Delta Air Lines, with 93.7 percent of
flights arriving on time; Spirit Airlines, with 89.8

percent on-time arrivals, and Hawaiian Airlines
logging 89.3 percent of flights as arriving on
time.
The airlines with the lowest on-time arrival
rates were Virgin America and Alaska Airlines,
both subsidiaries of Alaska Air Group Inc., and
regional carrier SkyWest Airlines.
Commercial passenger airlines also set a record
for safety in 2017, with zero accidental deaths
recorded last year, according to groups that track
crashes.
Despite carriers’ commercial success, 2017
ranked among the most turbulent years for airline-customer relations amid a number of high
profile public relations crises and congressional
threats of more stringent regulation of the industry.
While complaints about the treatment of disabled
passengers and about discrimination were both
down year-over-year in the month of November, general complaints about airline service
increased 27.1 percent in the month to 1,299.
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